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WE ARE
THE ASTEROID

The basis of We Are the Asteroid is an analogy between
the activities of humans on Earth and an asteroid
iImpact 66 million years ago. Along with other species,
this led to the disappearance of the dinosaurs and thus
to the fifth mass extinction.

Humans have been responsible for the extinction of
animal species for thousands of years. Today, a massive
acceleration of this destructive process can Dbe
observed and the threat of the sixth mass extinction
looms. [1]

The decline of wild animals caused by humans
contrasts with an unimaginable number of industrially
farmed animals. Two areas that are closely linked:

The expansion of agricultural land Is one of the main
drivers of the biodiversity crisis globally. [2] Grazing
land and the cultivation of animal feed account for the
majority of these areas. [3]

As meat and milk production is very Inefficient
compared to plant-based food production, an end to
animal livestock farming would free up three quarters of
all agricultural land as potential habitats for wildlife. [4]

We Are the Asteroid denounces this double lack of
solidarity between humans and non-human animals.
The artistic intervention encourages us to question the
future viability of industrial livestock farming and to
think about restoring the land that can be reclaimed
from It.



Worldwide,
humans and
their livestock
account for over
95% of the biomass

of all existing
mammals, while
only 4% live In
the wild.

[1] YINON M. BAR-ON, ROB PHILLIPS, RON MILO (2018) THE BIOMASS DISTRIBUTION ON EARTH



THE SIXTH
MASS EXTINCTION

The extinction of animal species Is part of
evolution and is called the background extinction
rate. However, the current impact of humans is
likely to increase this rate by a factor of 100 to
1000. [1]

Due to a lack of data, it is very difficult to make
more precise statements, which Is why more
research is needed.

It Is estimated that around one million species
could become extinct in the next two decades.
This would equate to 150 animal and plant
species per day. [2]

Rainforests are mainly affected, as they are being
cleared to make way mostly for agricultural land
for animal feed production and for grazing land for
cattle breeding. [3] Both animal feed and beef are
Imported to us on a large scale. [4]

In Austria, a large number of species are also
endangered or already extinct. For example, it is
unimaginable today that commercial fishing In
the Inn was important until the 19th century [5]
and ultimately stopped with the building of
hydroelectric power plants. [6]



AREA REQUIREMENT FOR
ANIMAL AND PLANT CALORIES

Use of global agricultural land:

80% livestock and animal feed

% other useful plants

Calorie intake of all people:

17% animal-based



CAUSES AND
SOLUTIONS

Austria and Europe have shown in the past that
wildlife conservation can be successful. The
relocation of agricultural land to the Global South
since the 1950s [1] and the expansion of nature
reserves [2] have enabled many species to recover.

[3]

These successes show that improvement is possible
and that intact habitats are needed for biodiversity.

However, this should not obscure existing deficits.
Our rivers in particular are not ecologically intact over
long stretches due to heavy construction for
regulation and hydropower generation. [4]

In addition, climate change and the use of pesticides
[5] are putting many species under pressure. In the
Alps, this threatens to lead to increased extinction, as
species migration iIs difficult due to the highly
fragmented landscape. [6]

In addition to the restoration of lost habitats, we are
also called upon to monitor supply chains more
closely: By Iimporting meat and feed for our
industrially farmed animals, we run the risk of
contributing to the sixth mass extinction in the
history of the planet.
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